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and the royal domain had been dissipated by alienations and
usurpations. Another great change consisted in the shifting
of political interest from west to east. Not only were the
frontiers of Germany advanced, when the Teutonic Knights
began their forcible colonisation of Prussia. The centre of
political importance moved eastwards too. There the vassal-
State of Bohemia had become a semi-independent kingdom;
its ruler had recovered his control over Moravia and the
bishopric of Prague, and governed the most powerful princi-
pality in the German kingdom. When the Hohenstaufen
line came to an end, there was no great house in Western
Germany to take its place.
Effects of	The death that produced the second catastrophe was that
Richard I ° °f Richard I in 1199. John was no match for Philip Augustus,
who was able to reap the fruit of his patient scheming and
to acquire for himself the greater part of the English king's
possessions in France. Here, too, was a complete reversal.
The conquered territory fell by escheat to the French crown,
which also ultimately reaped much of the fruits of the
Albigensian Crusade. As a result, the royal domain, so
limited in extent before, comprised nearly half the French
kingdom, so that the monarchy was as powerful as formerly
it had been weak. Moreover, its position was enhanced by
the course of events in Germany. France in the thirteenth
century became the leading power in Europe; the French
king is the champion of the regnum in the next great contest
with the sacerdotium.
The capture The accident of death was not responsible for the other
lino^Tb"1" S*68* changes in the political constitution of Europe. The
the Latins death of Henry VI indeed brought the Third Crusade to an
end, and with it the prospect of success against the Eastern
Moslems. But the other side of Henry's Eastern policy,
which in a sense he had assumed as part of his Sicilian
inheritance, did not die with him; it may be said to have
come to fruition when the Fourth Crusade was diverted to
Constantinople in 1204*. Constantinople was captured and
a Latin Empire instituted. Shocking as was this act of
brigandage, it can hardly be described as startling, for it was
but the culmination of the hostility between Western and
Eastern Christendom which had been growing in intensity
during the twelfth century. It was none the less an epoch*

